
GRADUATE SCHOOLS OF EDUCATION 
 

What are they?  
 Education graduate schools are post-

baccalaureate institutions that offer advanced 

degrees in the education field. 
o A variety of different degrees are 

available, including a Master’s of 
Education (M.Ed.), a Doctorate in 
Education (Ed.D.), and a Masters of 
Arts in Teaching (MAT). 

o Most Master’s degrees programs are 1 
year long.  
 

 The programs usually combine formal 
university academic curriculum with student 

teaching experience.  
 

 Selecting the right graduate program requires 
a great deal of research and evaluation of 
several different factors.  

o Some important factors to consider 
include program cost, program 
location, admission competitiveness, 
and academic rigor.  

What are the main program benefits? 
 Students earn an advanced degree. In many states, teacher pay scales are dependent 

upon a teacher’s level of education. Teachers with graduate degrees, therefore, may 
qualify for a higher starting level of pay 

 Students benefit from a large academic and professional network at their university  

 High-quality classroom preparation for teaching careers 

 Exposure to other education careers through inclusion in a diverse student body 

What are the financial implications? 
 Program costs vary, but range from $20,000 to $45,000 for private institutions, and 

around $5,000 - $15,000 for public institutions.  

 Many schools offer generous financial aid or merit scholarships. Check school websites 
for details. 

 Students can use an AmeriCorps Education Award to repay student loans or towards 
their graduate school tuition. 

 Other financial aid options:  
o FAFSA: Students can also apply for Federal Student Aid  
o Teacher Loan Forgiveness: Under the Stafford Loan Program, individuals who 

teach for five consecutive, complete academic years in high-need schools may be 

FAST FACTS 
Length 1-2 years 

Cost ~$5,000 - $45,000 (tuition 
differs depending on 
whether school is public 
or private) 

Deadlines Early deadlines: Oct, Nov, 
Dec 
Rolling admissions 
through April 

Examples  Penn Graduate School 
of Education 

 American SETH 

 Harvard School of 
Education 

City Year 
benefits 

 Give-a-year partners 
offer admissions 
benefits, financial aid, 
and course credit to 
CY alumni 
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eligible for student loan forgiveness. Math, science, and special education 
teachers are eligible for up to $17,500 of loan forgiveness; teachers of other 
subjects are eligible for up to $5,000. 

o TEACH grant: Students who teach math, science, special education, foreign 
language, or another high-need subject area after they graduate are eligible for a 
TEACH grant of up to $4,000 towards education expenses (individuals must 
teach in the required schools and subject areas for four of eight years after they 
start teaching). 

 Your state may have its own financial aid or scholarship programs. Research these 
options through the state education department website and graduate program 
websites.  

When do I apply? 
Application deadlines for graduate schools usually occur around January. Many schools have 
rolling admissions from January to April. Many schools also have early application deadlines 
that occur in November or December. In many cases, students applying for merit scholarships 

or financial aid must apply by an earlier deadline. Check individual school websites for 
details, and make sure to check whether different deadlines exist for scholarship and financial 
aid applications.  

How do I apply? 
Before applying to graduate school, you must have taken the Graduate Record Examinations 

(GRE). The GRE is given continuously throughout the year.  
 
What to do: Start studying for the GRE as early as possible, preferably by September or October. This 
will give you plenty of time to study and take the test before application deadlines, or retake the test if 
necessary. (However, remember that you can only take the GRE once every 30 days). Also remember that 
scores take 10-15 days to process, so don’t leave the test until the last minute! 

Other components of graduate school applications include: 

 An online application (including essay questions) 

 Resume 

 Recommendations 

 Transcripts  

 Interviews 
 

What to do: Remember to ask for recommendations and to request transcripts from your university at 
least one month before you plan on applying!  

City Year Partners 
City Year has several give a year partnerships with education graduate schools. Some of these 
schools offer reduced tuition or course credit to City Year alumni. Check the Pathways to 
Teaching website for details.  

How can I learn more about graduate schools?  
1) Research graduate programs online and through the City Year Alumni website 
2) Access online graduate school resources such as petersons.com, graduateguide.com, 

gradschools.com, Kaplan.com, and www.usnews.com/rankings 

https://cityyear.site-ym.com/?PathwaystoTeaching
https://cityyear.site-ym.com/?PathwaystoTeaching


3) Talk to your Program Manager or other City Year staff to learn more about options 
4) Use the Alumni network or City Year Teacher Network (in development) to contact 

individuals who have experience with the graduate schools you are interested in   
5) Reach out directly to the recruiting or admissions contact of a specific graduate school 

to express interest and request more information 
 
 
 
 


